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40 South Fullerton Avenue 
Montclair, New Jersey  07042 

(973)744-4856; admin@fccmtc.com 
 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

www.  f i r s t cong mo n tc la i r. o r g  

visit our website...and tell a friend 
 

JOIN US!  Sunday mornings at 10:30 for worship  

first  

 
NEWS 

 

May 
 

 

May 2:  FCC Yard Sale from 9am-2pm 

 

May 16:  Special Sabbatical Workshop on 

Hospitality.  12-5pm at FCC.  Please RSVP! 

 

May 27:  Messy Churchðjoin us for an in-

formal evening of fun 5:45-8pm. $5 suggest-

ed donation ($20 max per family). 

 

 
 

Recurring 
 

Faith Explorations:  Living the  Heart of 

Christianity.  Wednesday evenings 7:30-

9:30pm through May 20.  (See details inside). 

 

Labyrinth Walks:  Wednesdays 6-8pm 

(through July) in the Sanctuary.  Come take 

your soul out for a walk! 

 

 

Fellowship GroupðExploring the 11th 

Step:  Thursdays  at 7:30 pm in the library. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find out about MMOôs quality child care. 

Visit www.mmoprograms.org and set up a tour. 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars!  
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UNITED CHURCH  

O F  C H R I ST 
"Never place a period where God 
has put a comma."  -Gracie Allen 

May, 2015 

Notes from the  

Pastor 
 

Send-Off to Hand-Off! 
 

What a wonderful send-off! My 

toes are still tapping from the 

fabulous music and my heart re-

mains warmed by all of the pray-

ers and blessings I received.    It 

truly was a special celebration.  I 

am so grateful to all who made it 

so memorable.  As I said in my 

sermon, this is our first extended time apart in this commu-

nity and it does feel significant for all of us.  But its signifi-

cance really lies in the fact that our congregation has ma-

tured and we are ready for this. The growth and energy that 

will grow from our time apart will ripple well into the fu-

ture.  I truly do believe that our best years are ahead of us 

and Iôm looking forward to spending the next three months 

listening for where God is leading us. 

 

Meanwhile, there will be much happening right here at 

FCC while I am gone which will help us discern our next 

chapter.  I am so grateful to Rev. Heather Cherrey for 

keeping all the pastoral activities humming while I am 

away.  Heather and I have been working together for the 

last several weeks and she is rearing to go!  I know you 

will find her a wonderful source for pastoral support and a 

great partner in ministry. 

 

So off I go. I will hold you all in my heart these next three 

months and I look forward to our big return celebration in 

August! 
 

Peace, Rev. Ann  

 

I am not Rev Ann! Now that state-

ment may seem to be pretty obvi-

ous to most of us, but having spent 

many years doing interim ministry 

Iôve learned that I need to remind 

myself and others of this fact. I am 

not Rev Ann and so the reality is 

that I may do things a little differ-

ently while I occupy the pastoral 

office for the next three months. 

This ñdifferentlyò isnôt necessarily 

a ñbadò thing, itôs just a 

ñdifferentò thing, and it is part of being a congregation in 

sabbatical time.  

 

If there are changes theyôve usually been discussed with 

Ann prior to her leaving or with the Sabbatical Task Force, 

and there are reasons for doing ñdifferentò. For the most 

part I will try to let you know when I change something 

and the reason behind the change, but (and I know this is 

hard for you to believe) I am not perfect, and I may forget. 

So, please feel free to ask me if something doesnôt make 

sense to you, or a change hasnôt been explained to you. As 

well, I am open to suggestions as to how something might 

work better, or flow more smoothly, so again, speak up.  

 

This sabbatical is your time as well as Rev Annôs and 

while every suggestion may not be acted on, your input is 

important and will be considered by myself and / or the 

Sabbatical Task Force Committee. Working together, the 

congregation at FCC will continue to be a vibrant worship-

ing community of faith, not only for the next three months, 

but for many years to come. 
 

Grace and peace,  

Rev Heather Cherrey  

 

Inside  

¶ Yard Sale May 2  

¶ Sabbatical FAQs  

¶ Hospitality Workshop 

May 16  

¶ Labyrinth walks extended 

through July!  

¶ Stewardship Update  

¶ Messy Church May 27  

¶ Official FCC t -shirt  

Photo by Sarah  Day-Boodhoo 

http://www.mmoprograms.org
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éTo Labyrinth Keepers: Shira Kalman-Hicks, Karma 

Cloud, Derek Polzer  Keith Entricken, Tracey Winand, 

Julie Matz-Rees, Jack Cuffari,Heather Cherrey 
 

éEmily Smith and Martin Edwards for over seeing the 

food gathering.  Thanks to the following people for deliv-

ering food: Lisa & Arian Clay-Sirop, Holli Broadfoot 

and Cindy Vickery, and Michelle Owens and Kathleen 

Reiser. 

 

éThanks to the following folks for providing and/or ar-

ranging flowers in April:  Emily Smith, The Granfelt/

Jones Family, Tracey Winand, Dan Burger and Liz 

Donald. 

 

éThank you to the many, many hands involved in usher-

ing and coffee hour on Easter Sunday! Our banquet table 

was heavy and our hearts and bellies were full due to the 

wonderful hospitality that you all provided to our friends, 

family and to our many guests on Easter. 

 

éThank you to Rich Gilfert, Aja Richardson, Deb Du-

hamel, Tracey Winand, Tracey Stephens and Lisa Ma-

rie Bronson for ushering in April, and to Liz & Jim Don-

ald for hosting coffee hour, and special thanks to the Sab-

batical Group for providing such a lovely send off for Rev. 

Ann during our regular coffee hour time. 

  

éPalm Sunday Sanctuary set-up: Heather Cherrey and 

Elaine Wells 

  

éStations of the Cross set-up:  Dian Nash, Heather 

Cherrey and Stella Wilkins 

  

éMaundy Thursday: Phyllis Stone for coordinating the 

dinner plus Heather Cherrey, Tracey Stephens, John 

Sampson, Emily Anna Smith, Deb Rees, Julie Matz, 

Jack Cuffari and Michelle Owens.  Ushers:  Wendy 

McNeil, Dian Nash and Lisa Marie Bronson (for coordi-

nating ushers).  Musicians: Deb Rees, Joyce Mauer, Jack 

Cuffari, Julie Morgan, Vivianne Potter and Elaine 

Wells. 

  

éGood Friday set-up:  Heather Cherrey, Elaine Wells, 

Julie Matz, Kat Reiser, Michelle Owens and Peter 

Wert (for the torches). 

 

éSilent Saturday/Easter Sunday Set-up:  Heather Cher-

rey, Elaine Wells, Eric Evans, Michelle Owens, Kat 

Reiser, and Elizabeth Honer for the beautiful banners! 

 

  

What Does It Mean to Belong? 
 

A special sabbatical workshop on   

hospitality, May 16, 12 pm to 5 pm 
 

With our congregation growing, 

how do we maintain the wonder-

ful hospitality that welcomed so 

many of us to FCC? How do we 

move from ñguestò to ñhostò?  

Did your ñshepherdò make you 

feel a part of the church?  How 

can we be more welcoming ush-

ers or coffee hosts? 

 

As part of our sabbatical 

grant, we are hosting a con-

sultant from the former Alban 

Institute to help us explore this 

issue.  The Rev. John Wimberly was Senior Minister for 

30 years at Western Presbyterian Church in Washington 

DC.  Under his leadership the church grew dramatically in 

numbers and diversity.  Rev. Wimberlyôs special expertise 

is in incorporating hospitality into congregational life and 

he has helped dozens of churches just like ours.  We have 

lots of questions and we hope to hear great answers!   

 

At this workshop we are especially hoping to hear from 

folks who have joined FCC in the past 2 years: what was 

your experience of being welcomed to FCC?  What 

worked and what didnôt when you joined?  Please RSVP 

by signing up online at http://goo.gl/wxWuKX .  

 

Questions? Contact  

Heather Cherrey revcherrey@optonline.net  or  

Jeanne LoCicero jeanne.locicero@gmail.com.  

 

Thank you! Thank you! 

Rev. Annõs Sabbatical Blog 

 
During her travels Rev. Ann will be keeping a 

blog to chronicle her experiences.  In keeping 

with her promise to not be so productive while 

she is gone, she will not be posting everyday, 

but as inspired.  So check in and see what    

sheôs up to! 

 

If you would like to follow her blog click on 

this link 

https://suddenlysky.wordpress.com/ 

John Wimberly 
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In my article with Rev Ann, I men-

tioned ñdifferencesò that might oc-

cur during the sabbatical  time peri-

od. The first change will be a slight 

difference in worship leadership. To 

have a sense of continuity for the 

congregation and for visitors, I will 

act as worship leader weekly. The 

guest preacher will preachðthis 

gives them time to listen to the Holy Spirit and craft 

a great message for us. I will be asking for your help 

as ñworship aidsò. Each week someone will lead the 

call to worship, the passing of the peace and the of-

fertory time. While I have some volunteers, if you 

are interested, see me. 
 

Coming up for May our preachers will be:  

 

May 3   -  John Rogers  

May 10 - Rev. Joan Icklan 

May 17 - Rev. John Wimberly 

May 24 - Rev. Jack Cuffari 

May 31 - John Sampson 

 

 

In addition to some fabulous preaching there are 

a number of events occurring you donôt want     

to miss: 

 

May 8  - ñReal Good Churchò Author Rev. Molly 

Baskette at Park Ridge UCC 

May 16 - Workshop with Rev. John Wimberly on 

hospitality.  12-5pm at FCC.  Please RSVP. 

Field trip - to St Bartôs church in New York - date 

to be announced. 

Book groups on May 27 - Real Good  Churchð

weôll meet at 7:30 in the library. 

June 24 -The Celtic Way of Evangelism. Copies 

of both books can be found in the library-take one-

read itï join us for a discussion on the relevance for 

us at FCC. Weôll meet at7:30 in the library. 

 

The next three months will be an exciting time in 

the life of FCC, and with your help and patience we 

will make this a successful time as well. 
 

Heather Cherrey,  

Sabbatical Coordinating Pastor,  

revcherrery@optonline.net 

 

Collecting Food for 

the Hungry Year 

óRound  
 

Each time you come to church 

bring some food for the hungry. 

We have a tiered shelf set up in the 

Narthex where folks can leave their 

items each week.  When we have gathered a generous 

amount we will divide it up and deliver it to  various area 

food pantries.   

 

Hereôs whatôs needed:  Pastas, cereals, canned 
vegetables/fruits, peanut butter, rice, juice boxes.  
mac and cheese .  Please make sure that foods are  nutri-

tious and not past their expiration date!  If you would 

like to help us sort and deliver, please reach out to 

Heather Cherrey.   

FAITH IN ACTION  SABBATICAL UPDATE 

FREE MONEY!!  
 

Well... Kinda. I-Give is an 

easy way to earn money 

for FCC as you shop online 

- at no extra cost to you! First, sign up for I-

Give at www.igive.com (it's free to join) and 

designate First Congregational Church of 

Montclair NJ as your charity of choice.  

Then go through the I-Give website to shop 

at any of the over 1500 participating online 

retailers (including Amazon, Staples, Best 

Buy, Kohl's - the good stuff!).  

 

Often, I-Give has additional shopping dis-

counts for you - and for every purchase that 

you make, I-Give sends a percentage of the 

sale back to FCC as a donation - up to 26% - 

without any extra hassle for you!  

 

The amount of the donation is right there as 

you shop, so that you can see your impact - 

and the donation portion is even tax-

deductible. Talk about win-win!! Sign up to-

day, and take advantage of this opportunity 

to support our church community's work. 

http://goo.gl/wxWuKX
mailto:revcherrey@optonline.net
mailto:jeanne.locicero@gmail.com
https://suddenlysky.wordpress.com/
mailto:revcherrery@optonline.net
http://www.igive.com
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Ministry Update 
 

If you journeyed with us 

through Lent, Holy Week and 

Easter, you know what a pro-

foundly moving experience it 

was.   

 

And if you read my last col-

umn, or in fact any one of my 

last several columns, you will 

know the enormous amount of teamwork that went 

into making it all happen.   

  

As much as I love Holy Week, as Chair of the Min-

istry of Spirituality and Worship, I admit that I 

breathe a sigh of relief when it is over and we are not 

in what seems like a day-to-day sanctuary set-up 

schedule.  But then I remember that worship is NOT 

just the holy days.  Worship is wherever we are gath-

ered together in Jesus's name.  And that means 

among many other times....every Sunday morning. 

  

While we may not be looking for people to hang 

greens, carry crosses, or haul daffodils, Rev. Ann's 

sabbatical provides a great many opportunities to 

actively participate in worship.  Rev. Heather Cher-

rey is looking for "worship aides" to assist her and 

the many wonderful ministers who will be visiting 

with us during the sabbatical period.  In planning the 

special Easter events, I was so grateful for the spirit 

of volunteerism that enriched our time together.  It 

was a reminder that worship takes place not only in a 

"church service", but in "service" in general, whatev-

er tasks that may involve.  What a wonderful way to 

extend the worship experience. 

 

So on behalf of the Ministry of Spirituality and Wor-

ship, I ask that you make this time of renewal a time 

of worship participation.  Please reach out to me or 

to Rev. Heather to see how you can serve.   Your 

hands, feet, and hearts are needed and welcomed. 

 

Peace,  Elaine Wells,  

Chair, Spirituality and Worship 
 

 

 

 
 

MINISTRY OF SPIRITUALITY AND WORSHIP 

Faith Explorations:  Living the 

Heart of Christianity  
 

Wednesday evenings from 7:30-9:30 

through May 20  
  
Last fall we explored our faith through engaging our 

sacred stories through the 10-week session called 

ñExperiencing the Bible for the First Timeò based on 

the book by  Marcus Borg.  This spring we will be con-

tinuing to deepen our faith with a 12-week series enti-

tled ñLiving the Heart of Christianity: a Guide to Put-

ting Your Faith into Action.ò  Based on Borgôs chal-

lenging and illuminating book The Heart of Christiani-

ty, this study gives us tools to live into a new vision of 

Christian life that can transform our own spiritual lives 

as well as our communities.   

 

Each Wednesday evening, through May 20, we will 

gather to explore more deeply what it means to practice 

our faith as progressive Christians in our time and 

place.  This is an ideal study for folks who are both 

new to Christianity and those who are experiencing it 

freshly through the life of this church.   We will be us-

ing the text The Heart of Christianity as our main 

source, so participants should purchase their own copy 

(easily found through Amazon or Barnes and Noble).  

Please RSVP to Rev. Heather  so we can be sure to 

save a space! 

 

Wednesday Labyrinth Walks - 

Extended through July! 
 

There's "Good News" coming during 

June and July. Due to the generous giving 

of their time, our "Labyrinth Keepers," both 

current and new  helpers, have agreed to 

keep the labyrinth open for the two extra 

months.  So come out while the weather's 

warm and welcoming / come center yourself 

with a gentle walk on our beautiful laby-

rinth. Spend some time in meditation, or 

prayer, or just breath slowly and feel your 

soul renew itself as you take some time to 

encounter God along the labyrinth 

path.  Wednesday Evenings through July, 

from 6-8pm.  
3 

 
MINISTRY OF CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

 
 

I was happy to be able to attend the April 26th service at First Cong.  It was a joy to see 

the number of people who were there to celebrate Rev. Annôs ministry and to wish her 

well as she begins her sabbatical and the spiritual journey and growth that it signals. I 

look forward, already, to her return and to many things we will learn from Rev. Ann in 

the ministry to come.  

 

I am honored to be part of the ministry team, under Rev. Heatherôs leadership, that will 

serve First Cong while Ann is away. I currently serve as the Protestant Chaplain at 

Hackensack UMCMountainside and will assist, at Rev. Heatherôs direction, with pasto-

ral care needs at First Cong. First Cong is a strong, vibrant community. It is my privi-

lege to serve. 

 

Godôs peace and blessings to all, 

Rev. Joan, Minister of Pastoral Care 

 

FCC YARD SALE  
 

 
 

Saturday May 2, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
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